Rio Family Early Elementary Tough Topics Letter

Fall 2011
Dear Families,
God knows you and your kids better than anyone, and He longs for all of us to know Him more. Trust Him to lead the way as you help your kids grow in their relationships with one another and with God. The Holy Spirit will guide you! Here are some of the Tough Topics we’ll explore this fall, along with some tips to help you talk through them with your kids.

In Lesson 1, we’ll touch on sibling rivalry. This is a topic familiar to many families! Even if your child doesn’t have siblings, he’s probably witnessed sibling rivalry in his friends’ families. Talk to your child about what a gift a family is—and even siblings! Encourage him to list some things he likes about his own siblings, and to focus on those when arguments arise. And when he witnesses sibling rivalry elsewhere, let him know he has a great opportunity to be a peacemaker by not taking sides.
While your child learns about God’s provision for the Israelites in Lesson 7, she’ll hear about the topic of slavery. This can be a disturbing idea for some children. Reassure your child that God set the Israelite captives free and showed them great care and love by bringing them into their own land. Their slavery was only for a season! You can also remind her that those of us who know Jesus are free, because He has saved us from the slavery of our sin.
Lesson 9 will provide you a good opportunity to talk to your child about complaining. Even God’s own people often complained in spite of how well God took care of them! Have a conversation with your child about times family members complain. What are the most common complaints? Then, take some time to list ways God has taken care of you. Encourage one another to think about that list, and turn any complaints into praise for God’s provision!
As you explore these topics together with your kids and discover what God has to say, you’ll be building great foundations for them as they grow in their faith. Remember, you have others around you in the body of Christ who can help too—your pastor, other family members, and those of us in the children’s program!
For more on these and other Tough Topics, check out the Family Currents newsletter and the Family blogs at rio.davidccook.com. You can also look at the Family Card each month for more ways to tie faith conversations into everyday life. 
Sincerely,

Debbie Butera – Elementary Coordinator
