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A Family Verse

Friends. Neighbors. Teachers.

They’re the people your family sees every day. They’re also the people God loves—

the people Jesus died for. 

Before returning to heaven, Jesus told His disciples to go out and reveal Him to the 

world. They were to start in Jerusalem—their own backyard.

You’re uniquely qualified to show Jesus to the people you encounter each day. 

Whether helping out a neighbor, providing a meal, or offering a listening ear, the 

things you do in your own community broadcast the Savior to everyone around.

The people you see every day are desperate for Jesus. Be the one to introduce Him.

Practical Tips
Praying for your child 
unleashes spiritual power.

•	 Be personal. Pray for God  
to use your child’s personality 
and talents to accomplish  
His work. 

•	 Be specific. Pray for a 
particular situation your  
child is facing.

•	 Be confident. Pray boldly, 
anticipating God’s answer.  
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Conversations

After dinner, repeat this Scripture together several times. Talk about 

how something as ordinary as eating can glorify God. Pass a small 

ball around the table, with each family member saying one word of the 

verse as he takes the ball. Keep passing the ball until no one hesitates 

or makes a mistake. See how fast you can go!

So whether you eat  
or drink or whatever 
you do, do it all for  
the glory of God. 

—1 Corinthians 10:31
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Heart Prep for Home

Vampires, werewolves, and 

wizards—oh my! From books to movies 

to TV, fascination with the supernatural 

is on the rise. People who feel a lack of 

control over their circumstances hunger 

to connect with something greater. 

Sadly, where we long to feel powerful 

or significant, Satan lurks to offer us a 

counterfeit to abundant life in Jesus. It’s 

a twist on an ancient lie: “When you eat 

of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God” (Genesis 3:5). 

The Bible clearly states the supernatural 

realm exists—both good (God and 

angels) and evil (Satan and demons)—

and a war is going on (Ephesians 6:12). 

But Satan comes to “steal and kill and 

destroy” (John 10:10). This is why, in 

the Bible, God forbids His people to 

practice magic, sorcery, and divination.

Help your family evaluate the 

supernatural from a biblical perspective. 

Talk about the battle between good and 

evil. And remind your children they 

never have to be afraid, because God is 

the most powerful of all.

Tough 
 Topics

:: The Supernatural
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When I was growing up, some 

friends of ours had an elderly neighbor 

named Ziggy. For years this family drove 

Ziggy to doctor’s appointments, helped 

him with grocery shopping, and included 

him at their table for holiday meals. 

Ziggy didn’t know the Lord. He believed 

he was a good person who didn’t need a 

Savior.

One day, returning home with Ziggy 

from an appointment, the mother of 

the family once again raised the topic of 

his spiritual condition. To help him see 

his need, she began asking him if he’d 

committed particular sins. 

“Have you ever told a lie?” 

“No.”

“Have you ever been angry at someone?”

“No.”

This continued for some time. Finally 

she asked, “Have you ever gotten a 

speeding ticket?” Ziggy paused. He 

had. This revelation led to a 

conversation about his need 

for a Savior, and, at age 

91, Ziggy gave his life to 

Jesus. 

I think of what might have 

happened to Ziggy if that 

family hadn’t reached 

out to him. This family 

was specially placed to share 

the gospel with their elderly neighbor. 

His salvation came about after years of 

love and service.

Who’s God placed in your backyard? 

Maybe he makes your morning latte. 

Perhaps she plays on your daughter’s 

soccer team. Maybe they live next door.  

God invites your family to be 

ambassadors of His presence to those  

around you. 

Second Corinthians 

5:20 says God makes His appeal to the 

lost through us! When your family grasps 

this exciting reality, every day becomes 

an adventure as you approach it with 

eyes to see those who need Jesus. 

As your children head back to school, 

talk with them about the people they’ll 

encounter who need Jesus. Discuss 

ways to reach out as a family. You never 

know when you’ll meet your Ziggy—

and make an eternal difference in 

someone’s life.  

God makes His appeal  
to the lost through us! 
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Everyone testifies to something: the 

results of a weight loss product, the 

life-changing impact of a book, the 

virtues of the latest technological 

gadget. Your life is a testament to the 

things you live for. 

Jesus instructed His followers to be 

witnesses (Acts 1:8). We may think of 

witnessing as door-to-door evangelism 

or sharing the Four Spiritual Laws, 

but a witness is simply a person who 

possesses  personal knowledge of 

something. 

Most of the time, the evidence of 

Christ working in our lives speaks 

more loudly than what we say. 

Each member of your family possesses 

talents and characteristics that 

uniquely reflect Christ. And, as a 

family, you can combine these gifts  

to powerfully impact those around 

you. How can you witness through  

who you are?

Include others in what God is doing 

in your family—invite a neighbor 

to dinner, offer free babysitting to a 

frazzled mom, or give sacrificially  

to someone in need. 

As Christ transforms your family on 

the inside, people on the outside will 

see Him.

Spiritual Disciplines : :  Sharing Jesus

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:16

Let the sticy fun begin!
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Fruit Rolls
Make this healthy snack to share.

Ingredients
•	 Flour tortillas
•	 Peanut butter (crunchy 	
or smooth )

•	 Cinnamon (optional)

•	 Thinly sliced chunks 
of fruit—bananas, 
strawberries, kiwi, 	
blueberries, etc.

Directions
On each tortilla, spread 2 or 3 tablespoons of peanut butter. Arrange the fruit on top of the peanut 
butter, using as much or as little as you want. Sprinkle cinnamon on the fruit, if desired. Roll up the 
tortilla. Serve it as is, with your kids eating it burrito-style, or slice the roll into smaller segments.
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Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would help us be His witnesses close to home and 

far away (Acts 1:8). Join your family in showing Christ to your neighbors, your 

community, and your world.  

•	 Neighborhood: Choose one neighbor your family can pray for and serve.  

Do yard work or deliver a meal. 

•	 City: Volunteer as a family at a local soup kitchen or for an evangelistic event.

•	 Nation/world: Go on a family missions trip. Adopt a missionary family by giving 

financially, sending care packages, or hosting them when they’re home on furlough. 

Open Hands

Help your family identify needs around 

you by praying for the people they see 

each day. 

Father, thank You for loving me. 

Thank You for loving everyone—my 

teacher, my friends, my neighbor, and 

_____________________________. 

Jesus, please help me show love to 

_____________________________.

Holy Spirit, help _______________  

to know Jesus.

Our Family Stories
I knew my son Jean Marc had a tender heart before he even came home from Haiti. During a pre-adoption 

visit in 2003, I watched as Jean Marc, then four, opened the packages of peanut butter crackers I had 

given him and served them to the other parents in the room. 

Jean Marc’s servant’s heart has continued to grow. This winter, he and his brother, Seth, both in seventh 

grade, noticed a boy on their basketball team who wore a pair of tattered old sneakers. The boy was 6' and 

very shy. Jean Marc and Seth asked my husband and I if they could get their teammate a pair of shoes.

My boys were struck by the fact that someone they see every day would be in need. We helped them get 

a pair of shoes for their friend, who was extremely grateful to receive them. 

More than once I have been inspired by my children’s acts of service. My daughter Jade once volunteered 

to stay with a friend in the hours before her beloved Labrador was put to sleep. And I watched Jean Marc’s 

sister, Dee Dee, who hardly spoke when we first adopted her, reach out to a withdrawn young girl at a 

Christmas event for foster children. 

It’s easy to become fixed on the needs of those in faraway places, but I’m thankful for my children who 

remind me of the needs closer to home.

Rhonda Wampler, Chesapeake City, Maryland 

Go to rio.davidccook.com and click on the Family tab for more great resources!
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