Rio Family Preteen Tough Topics Letter

Fall 2011
Dear Families,
God knows you and your preteens better than anyone, and He longs for all of us to know Him more. So trust Him to lead the way as you help your kids grow in their relationships with one another and with God. The Holy Spirit will guide you! Here are some of the Tough Topics we’ll explore this fall, along with some tips to help you talk through them with your kids.

When we go through Lessons 4 and 5, we’ll talk about the plagues God sent on the Egyptians. Your preteen may not understand why a loving God caused such painful things to happen. Assure your child that God is always loving, but He’s also just. And these plagues not only displayed God’s power to stubborn Pharaoh, but they also showed the Egyptians He was—and is—the one, true God, as each plague defeated one of the Egyptian gods.

In Lesson 9, we’ll touch on the concept of being “set apart,” or standing out. At this age, standing out is likely the last thing your preteen wants to do! But remind him of God’s calling for His people: We’re to be set apart for Him. That doesn’t mean we act “weird,” but it may mean that our standards for our actions, the music we listen to, the way we dress, or the TV shows we watch are different from the world around us. Standing out for God means letting our light shine! And, although your preteen may feel alone at times, pray that God will show her others who are standing out too.
Lesson 11 provides a good opportunity to talk to your preteen about complaining. Even God’s own people complained in spite of how well God took care of them! When do you complain, and what are your most common complaints? List the ways God takes care of you, and then use that list and turn any complaints into praise for God’s provision!

As you explore these topics together and discover what God has to say, you’ll be building great foundations with your preteens as they grow in their faith. Remember, there are others around you who can help too—your pastor, other family members, and us in the children’s program!
For more on these and other Tough Topics, check out the Family Currents newsletter and the Family blogs at rio.davidccook.com. You can also look at the Family Card each month for more ways to tie faith conversations into everyday life. 
Sincerely,

Debbie Butera

Elementary Coordinator
